
PRE-LISTENING: I always encourage listeners to doodle as they listen, suggesting that they doodle in 

response to what they are hearing. If you choose to doodle, you’ll need paper and pencils. A prompt for 

doodling might ask them to make a sketch of something they heard, write down an interesting word, etc. 

Doodling is entirely optional, but it can aid in the process of focusing on listening. 

Narrative journal topics can be introduced as episodes close. Listed below are narrative journal topics and 

creative writing prompts for some of the chapters: 

JOURNAL PROMPTS AND CREATIVE WRITING TOPICS 
CHAPTER 1:  The chapter introduces you to the main characters in the story. Create a cartoon box for 
each character. Write the character’s name and do a quick sketch that represents the character and 
how you picture him or her in your mind’s eye. Stick figures are okay. If drawing just isn’t your thing, 
write at least three words describing the character. 

CHAPTER 2: Miss May turns into a ghost in this chapter. What does Chance discover about himself? 
How does it get him in trouble? 

CHAPTER 3: In chapter three, we learn about the mansion and its history. The mansion was part of the 
underground railway that helped slaves escape to freedom, and during the civil war, the Hastings hid in 
the secret chambers. Additionally, during prohibition, the Hastings operated an illegal still. Choose one 
of the historical periods and use the internet to search for five or more facts about it. List the facts and 
share them with other listeners. 

CHAPTER 4:  The Whipley twins reveal their true, villainous nature. They are thoroughly nasty.  Write 
about the nastiest, meanest person you’ve ever met. Describe him or her. Have fun with 
your description.

CHAPTER 5: Read about levitation on the internet and report in a paragraph or two about what 
you learned. 

CHAPTER 6 & 7: here is a lot of bullying in both chapter 6 and 7. Do you know any bullies? At school? 
In your neighborhood? On television? List 5 things that characterize bullies in general. List some ways 
to deal with bullies. Share your list. 

CHAPTER 8: Write a paragraph on one or both of the following topics: 
 a) A time when I told the truth and no one believed me 
 b) My beliefs about ghosts.  
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CHAPTER 9 & 10: Choose one or more of the following: 
 a) What was the hardest you have ever worked for something? Write about it. 
 b) Find a recipe for homemade raisin bread and make it. Check with your parents first. Write   
 about making it and also about how it tasted. 
 c) Write a short paragraph explaining how Chance used reverse psychology to convince the   
 Whipleys to attend the skit. 

CHAPTER 11 & 12: 1. Write a paragraph telling a friend about the funniest or best part of the skit. 2. 
Draw your own interpretation of Mr. and Miss Whipley without their wigs. 

CHAPTER 13, 14, & EPILOGUE: Choose one or more of the following: 
 a) Draw a floorplan or map showing the secret passageways hidden in the walls of the orphanage.
 b) Write a review of the book. Imagine you are writing to a friend. Tell them a bit about the story  
 and your thoughts and reactions to the story. Make a recommendation: should they read the   
 story? Why or why not? 



PRE-LISTENING: I always encourage listeners to doodle as they listen, suggesting that they doodle in 

response to what they are hearing. If you choose to doodle, you’ll need paper and pencils. A prompt for 

doodling might ask them to make a sketch of something they heard, write down an interesting word, etc. 

Doodling is entirely optional, but it can aid in the process of focusing on listening. 

Narrative journal topics can be introduced as episodes close. Listed below are narrative journal topics and 

creative writing prompts for some of the chapters: 

JOURNAL PROMPTS AND CREATIVE WRITING TOPICS 
CHAPTER 1:  The chapter introduces you to the main characters in the story. Create a cartoon box for 
each character. Write the character’s name and do a quick sketch that represents the character and 
how you picture him or her in your mind’s eye. Stick figures are okay. If drawing just isn’t your thing, 
write at least three words describing the character. 

CHAPTER 2: Miss May turns into a ghost in this chapter. What does Chance discover about himself? 
How does it get him in trouble? 

CHAPTER 3: In chapter three, we learn about the mansion and its history. The mansion was part of the 
underground railway that helped slaves escape to freedom, and during the civil war, the Hastings hid in 
the secret chambers. Additionally, during prohibition, the Hastings operated an illegal still. Choose one 
of the historical periods and use the internet to search for five or more facts about it. List the facts and 
share them with other listeners. 

CHAPTER 4:  The Whipley twins reveal their true, villainous nature. They are thoroughly nasty.  Write 
about the nastiest, meanest person you’ve ever met. Describe him or her. Have fun with 
your description.

CHAPTER 5: Read about levitation on the internet and report in a paragraph or two about what 
you learned. 

CHAPTER 6 & 7: here is a lot of bullying in both chapter 6 and 7. Do you know any bullies? At school? 
In your neighborhood? On television? List 5 things that characterize bullies in general. List some ways 
to deal with bullies. Share your list. 

CHAPTER 8: Write a paragraph on one or both of the following topics: 
 a) A time when I told the truth and no one believed me 
 b) My beliefs about ghosts.  

CHAPTER 9 & 10: Choose one or more of the following: 
 a) What was the hardest you have ever worked for something? Write about it. 
 b) Find a recipe for homemade raisin bread and make it. Check with your parents first. Write   
 about making it and also about how it tasted. 
 c) Write a short paragraph explaining how Chance used reverse psychology to convince the   
 Whipleys to attend the skit. 

CHAPTER 11 & 12: 1. Write a paragraph telling a friend about the funniest or best part of the skit. 2. 
Draw your own interpretation of Mr. and Miss Whipley without their wigs. 

CHAPTER 13, 14, & EPILOGUE: Choose one or more of the following: 
 a) Draw a floorplan or map showing the secret passageways hidden in the walls of the orphanage.
 b) Write a review of the book. Imagine you are writing to a friend. Tell them a bit about the story  
 and your thoughts and reactions to the story. Make a recommendation: should they read the   
 story? Why or why not? 

f u l t o n f a b l e s . c o m


